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CITY OF CLARKSTON 
 

CLARKSTON CITY WORK SESSION 
 

BUSINESS AGENDA / MINUTES 
 

MEETING DATE: September 30, 2014 
 

 
SUBJECT: Amend the Clarkston Code of Ethics Ordinance  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

PURPOSE:  To consider amending the Clarkston Ethics Ordinance  
 
NEED/ IMPACT:   The current City of Clarkston Ethics Ordinance was adopted in 2003. Recent events 
have served to highlight the need to amend the current Ethics Ordinance. During the August Regular 
Meeting of the Clarkston City Council, a resolution was unanimously passed directing the City Manager 
and the City Attorney to draft changes to the current ordinance that would address several perceived 
weaknesses. Among those weakness, the new ordinance will address the following: 
 

1. Qualifications of committee members 

2. High rate of turnover in memberships 

3. Possibility of the process becoming a political tool  

4. The Ethics Committee was slow and inefficient 

5. The Ethics Committee resisted videotaping of hearings 

The primary change suggested in the proposed new ethics ordinance is replacing the volunteer 
committee with a professional hearing officer. Relying on a qualified professional decision maker to 
review complaints and make recommendations to the City Council will be more efficient, guarantee 
fairness and provide more confidence in the process.  
 
Other features of the proposed amended ethics ordinance include: 
 

 Complaints required to be submitted on a standard official City form 

 Allows the hearing officer to dismiss complaints that are “unjustified, frivolous, patently 

unfounded, or fail to state facts sufficient to invoke disciplinary jurisdiction of the City Council” 

without holding a hearing 

 Establishes rules for conducting hearings 
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 Disallows elected officials accused of violating the Code of Ethics from participating in the 

determination of guilt or punishment 

 Disallows elected officials that initiate the complaint from participating in the determination of 

guilt or punishment 

 Provides a process whereby elected officials can obtain an advisory opinion from the hearing 

officer 

 
RECOMMENDATIONS: Staff recommends the City Council vote to approve the amended City of Clarkston 
Ethics Ordinance.   
 
 

 


