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SUBJECT:  Sign Ordinance Adoption 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
PURPOSE:  To adopt revisions to Chapter 15.5 – “Signs”, of the Clarkston Code of Ordinances. 
 
 
NEED/ IMPACT:  On February 4, 2014, the City Council voted to direct Staff to develop and conduct a 
process to amend the City’s Sign Ordinance.  This action was the result of an inordinate number of 
variance requests, which in turn were the result of an ordinance that business owners within the City 
found to be prohibitive in terms of increasing the visibility and presence of their respective businesses.  
The process to amend the ordinance consisted of the following: 
 

1) A review of sign ordinances in other jurisdictions and an assessment of best practices; 
2) The establishment of a Stakeholder Committee to assist with useful input and smooth project 

implementation through the engagement of City residents and business owners; 
3) A public outreach process intended to gather feedback from business owners and the public 

that would be utilized to develop an ordinance that balances the interests of both residents 
and business owners.   

a. Public outreach included a Visual Preference Survey (VPS) that was made available 
online and on paper beginning this past February, as well as a public meeting held on 
June 19, 2014.   

 
A draft of the amended ordinance has been provided for review and consideration.  The City Attorney 
has reviewed the draft and will approve the ordinance to-form if the Council chooses to adopt it.   
 
 
RECOMMENDATIONS:  The Planning & Zoning Board voted to recommend approval of the proposed 
revisions to the Sign Ordinance at their August 19, 2014 meeting.  Staff recommends that the City 
Council accepts the recommendation set forth by the Planning & Zoning Board.   
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